


Welcome to the NovemberLink

Today the spiders are acting
as their own grappling hooks,
throwing tightropes from tree
to tree, demonstrating that they
can do horizontal as well as
vertical, the acorns are fat and
turning brown, and it is raining!

I often write about birds, but
here is a rather beautiful moth,
the magpie moth, which I have
never seenbefore although
it is apparently common
throughout the UK. This got me
thinking about the difference
between butterflies and moths.
They come from the same
Lepidoptera family and the key
difference is that butterflies are
active during the day and hang
under a leaf with their wings
folded vertically at night. Moths
are the exact opposite.

Thewebsite “sciencefocus.com”
reminds us that “unlike Icarus,
these creatures aren’t newly
excited about their flying skills –
they’ve beenat it for hundreds
of millions of years” - but this
means that they haven’t yet
evolved an understanding that
candle light, let alone artificial
light, is not friendly. Many think

that moths mistakeartificial
lights for the moon and are
drawn to them for this reason.
Let’s hope they learn to steer
clear one day.

As the autumn draws in, there
is plenty to look forward to - the
Hever Christmas Fair and the
film club in November, and the
concert in Hever Church on
Saturday 3 December which
will feature quite a few local
musicians and readers.More
events are listed on the back
cover.

Finally, we are very grateful to
Charlotte Hart for designing the
Link whilst Paul Houlton moves
house.

Joanna Wade
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pet of the month

River the Newfoundland dog
10things we love about our Newfie:

1. She is a natural born swimmer. Her
webbed feet and her rudder tail make it
easy for her to venture herself in any water.
She sometimes sneaks in at the castle and
has a swim, but her real love is the sea
diving through waves.

2.She loves the family so much that she is
happy to shareher bones with us and she
needs to sayhello to everyone who wants
to talk to us.

3. She takes us places. She really does!
Everymorning, no matter the weather, and
she always suggests beer and chips at
the pub.

4. Shemakes friends everywhere (except
burglars - she ate 2 already).She loves to
say ‘hello’ to people and dogs, but she’s
not so keen on cyclists. Pleasedon’t enter
the garden unannounced, she takes her
protective job seriously.

5. She talks to us. Seriously,we just
need to listen. Shecomes up with some
great ideas.No bone cuts for dogs and
everyone should have a dog. It’s good for
your heart.

6. Shesupervises the gardener for us.
Trouble is, it took her a while to understand
why the gardener can go in the flower
beds and shewas not allowed to.

7.She loves to play football. Her nickname
is: Rivealdo.She is excellent at tackling,
heading, saving and has excellent
footwork. If there was a dog football team,
she’dbe the captain.

8. Shehas an elegant walk, almost like a
tiger, we’ve been told, with a real swagger.

9. Shegives great cuddles. She’snot a
lap dog, no. She’snot even allowed on the
sofa, for obvious reasons,but she is happy
to sit and likes it when we put our arms
around her.

10.She’s relaxed. Shesleepsmost of the
day and lets us get on with our human
jobs, to only perk up at about noon, just like
an AppleWatch and announces ‘master, it’s
time to go for a walk.’

Yes,yes, I hear you saying: ‘There is the
slobber, the fur, and how much does she
eat?!’ Those things are trivial compared
to the love she gives ;-).

by Ana, Daryl and Darrell
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what we do

What we do - Campanology at
St. Peter’s, Hever

“Look to.....Treble’s goingshe’s gone”.
A new language, a new skill ....how can
something that looks so simple and
elegant be so difficult to master? Mahala
& I havebeen learning the ropes in St.
Peter’s every Thursday since July.

Making our way up into the bell tower is
rather like climbing up to the deck of a
very old ship. The shallow oak steps seem
almost vertical you do feel the history of
the Church in every step up. Our Tower
Captain, JaneRosam, introduced us to
our trainers Richard & Steph,who along
with the other regulars made us feel very
welcome.Mahala hasbeen collecting bells
over many years,including cow bells from
the French Alps, but nothing of the size
that we now try and master at St.Peters.

Every week we feel like we may have
made someprogress on the 4th bell,
all of 51/4hundred weight tuned to the
note of C. Then all of a sudden,without
warning, the sally and the rope become
uncontrollable and the rope slaps you
around in a very unforgiving way, so
Richard steps in and seemsto get the bell
back into its natural swing. The hardest
part seems to be ‘parking’ the bell in the
mouth up position.

If that wasn’t bad enough,we then have to
tie a particular type of knot used to keep
the rope in a loop and lifted off the floor.
No matter how many times we tried it at
home we both really struggled to put it
into practice back in the bell tower.

When you hear the ringers doing it well,
it’s a magical experience.Their accuracy
and skill leaveone in awe.Mahala & I are
both hoping that by this time next yearwe
will have got the hang of it and be able to
join in a peel in perfect time.

We ring every Thursday at 8pm, for an
hour, followed by a pint in TheHenry
VIII good for the brain, good for
the body and good for the community,
come along and give it a go (or email
janerosam@gmail.com) you absolutely
won’t regret it.

Mahala and Bob Turnbull

Bob concentrating hard

mailto:janerosam@gmail.com
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Operation London Bridge

JamesCastle, the Standard Bearer of
Cowden,Hartfield and District Branch –
RoyalBritish Legion was one of 72who
were handpicked by the RBLNational
ParadeMarshal to attend the funeral of
Her Majesty the Queen on 19thSeptember
2022.

The Standard Bearers assembled at an
hotel in Marble Arch on the Wednesday
before the funeral and were soon put
through their paces.Their first briefing
was at 6.30 that night, followed by a
muster at 9.30pmand they finally marched
into position at the Cenotaph at just after
2am for the rehearsal. “It was very eerie at
that early hour to seeall the different units
marching past in the gloom. The sound
of the muffled drums was particularly
haunting” says James. The following days
were interspersed between kit inspections,
hours of shoe cleaning, a little bit of
sightseeing and drill practice in the hotel
basement.

Theday of the funeral began with multiple
alarm clocks at 5am followed by an
early breakfast. “We were on the coaches
at 6.30amand the crowds were already
gathering as we drove down Whitehall”
recalls James.As the funeral procession
began, Jamesknew that once Her
Majesty’s Heralds came into his line of
sight, their big moment had come. “The
noise of the band opposite and the
crowd behind drowned out any
commands that were being called.We
could not hear or seeour cue, though
with huge relief we soon realised that all
the Standards were lowered in unison to
the ‘Act of Homage.’”There may have been
four billion people watching on television,
but none of those Standard Bearers saw
anything other than the ground as they all
dipped their heads. “All I could seewas the
tarmac and my Standard. All I could hear
was the very light crunch as the sailors
from the RoyalNavy bore Her Majesty on
her final journey”.

Royal BritishLegion Standard Bearer at the funeral of
Her Majesty Queen ElizabethII

James Castle, Standard Bearer
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Jamessays “This is something
that I will remember for the rest
of my life, and I am so grateful to
be given the opportunity. I hope
that my community whose name
is on our Standard is proud that
they too were also represented
on such an incredibly humbling day.”

–wordsand music to
celebratethe 900th

anniversary of
Hever Church

Saturday 3December
St Peter’s Hever

7.00 pm

Tickets £10
e:heverbrocas@gmail.com

t: 07958 919631
or on the door.

Out of the Darkness

Photograph of the standards lowered courtesy of The Royal British
Legion - James is just visible in this photograph on the far right hand side.

mailto:heverbrocas@gmail.com
tel:07958919631
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On Wednesday, October 2nd, 1811,
at about 7pm,ThomasWilde was on
his way home from Croydon. His son
George and his grandson, Thomas
were with him. It was cloudy and there
had been some rain. Thomas, aged 73
was driving a one horse chaise and
had already driven nearly 12miles.
Theywere cheerful having had a
successful day purchasing livestock,
but they were tired and anxious to
get home to Sundridge Placewhere
they lived, still a few miles off. The sky
had darkened considerably and the
lanterns on the chaiseoffered little
illumination, although there was some
moonlight behind the clouds.

As they started down Betson’sHill
near Westerham, they saw a man on
the left hand sideof the roadwalking
towards them. He was about 5’7” or
5’8” tall and looked to be about 30
years of age.He was wearing an old
greasy oiled skin hat which shielded
the top half of his face.He wore a dirty,
ragged smock tied close around his
neck, and an old pair of long leather
breeches with a pair of laced shoes.
The chaise was travelling at about six
miles an hour. Soon after the chaise
passed by the man, Mr.Wilde heard a
voice crying out: “Stop! Stop! You must
stop!”

George told his father to stop as
he supposed they must have lost
something from the chaise,or that
something was broken. They stopped
and the man approached, brandishing
a pistol.

“Come, come, your money. Rifle your
pockets! Let’s have it”,he said. The
young grandson, frightened, gave the
man a bag but George told the robber
he had come at the wrong time as
they had been at the Croydon Fair
and laid out all their money. Theman
repeated his demand. Mr. Wilde senior
put his hand in his pocket and took

out a crown and offered it to the man,
explaining it was all he had left. The
robber immediately stepped behind
the chaise and said “Lie still”.
At the samemoment Mr. Wilde struck
at him with his whip and said “Take
that, you cowardly rascal!”

The robber immediately discharged his
pistol at Thomas Wilde’s head and he
fell dead upon his son’s shoulder. The
murderer made his escape and George
Wilde drove hell for leather down the

The Murder of ThomasWilde
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hill calling “Murder!” as he went until
he came to the nearest dwelling which
was a quarter of a mile awaywhere he
raised the alarm. Mr.Wilde’s body was
taken to the George Inn at Westerham.
A doctor examined the body and found
that the ball from the pistol passed
through the socket of the victim’s
right eye into his brain and out of the
left side of his skull.He fell instantly
without uttering a word or a groan.
He received five other shots – three to
the head and two to the body. Death
would have been instantaneous.

An earlier murder had occurred in 1809
when Mr. Humphries of Hever had
been shot by a lone highwayman when
he was returning from Westerham Fair.
Thepolice believed that both crimes
had likely been committed by the same
person.

A few days later aman answering the
murderer’s description, one Thomas
Webb, alias Couchman, was arrested
and chargedwith wilful murder.

He had marks on his face as if he
had been struck by a whip. He was
taken to Westerham where he was
positively identified by the victim’s
son who had just returned from his
father’s funeral. Webb was examined
at the George Inn,Westerham and
subsequently committed to Maidstone
Gaol to await trial. At the trial in
Maidstone, Mr. GeorgeWilde and his
nephew corroborated each other’s
version of events.Neither saw the
murderer’s face clearly. There were
severalwitnesses found who made
contributions to the investigation but
none could positively identify him
because his face had been obscured
by his hat. The suspect asserted
that he had an alibi and as a local
magistrate appeared as a witness,
and swore the accused was 10miles
away at the time of the murder, the jury
returned a verdict of NOT GUILTY.

Stella Carroll

Maidstone Prison
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This year shop locally and support your community! Our Hever based
craftsmen,Wendy Shapland,Tony Yatesand Lottie together with other
local, handpicked companies offer a great selection of Christmasgifts!
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VILLAGE SCREENFILM CLUB 2022/23

Tickets £15.00

Available from the Secretary
on 07821683482,or the website

www.edenbridgemusicandartstrust.org.uk
or fromMandy Maple on

01732863144

Theproceeds of the concert will
be in aid of Holy Trinity Church and

EdenbridgeMusic & Arts Trust

The film seasonbegins in November at
the usual venue, Hever CastleGolf Club.
Our first film will be:

Friday 18
November

King Richard

The fascinating and dramatic story of
RichardWilliams who raised two tennis
stars: Venus and Serena,overcoming
many obstacles along the way

Save these dates in 2023 for more
films:
Friday 13January - Twelve Angry Men
Friday 10February - Foul Play
Friday 10March - The Duke

The films (all less than two hours long)
start at 7.30and doors open at 6.30 for
the pre-showmeal and bar - with ice
cream in the interval.

Tickets are a suggested donation of
£2 for the film or £15.50to include the
meal - scampi and chips.Youcan book
with Bridget Harris on 01732700986
or bcharris@btinternet.com or buy
tickets at the door. However please
pre-book your meal by the Wednesday
before the show if you would like to eat.

tel:07821683482
https://www.edenbridgemusicandartstrust.org.uk
tel:01732863144
tel:01732700986
mailto:bcharris@btinternet.com
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Reflections at Hever Castle

Weare very sorry to report that Don May whose early life we covered in the Link
in May 2019died on September 22nd aged 97.His was a remarkable innings,
born in a housea mile from the nearest road weighing in at 2lbs 9oz,with a
wartime career as a dog handler in mine detection and a lifetime’swork on the
railways.He was a truly decent and good man.
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Christmas Post

Hever Parish Christmas Post

Send your Christmas cards to your neighbours
postage free - and carbon neutral!

The deliverers walk, ride, cycle or drop off en route
to elsewhere to get your cards to their destinations
in good time - just put them in
the blue box at Brocas opposite Brocas Road - and
leave the rest to the people (and their
dogs and horses!).

The box opens on Monday 14thNovember and the
last post leavesat 4pm on Friday 23rd December.

We came to Markbeech in 1966and
have spent 56 very happy years in
this beautiful village and last year
celebrated our Diamond Wedding.We
havebrought our family up and aswith
any family havehad births and deaths
and have had bad times, hurricanes
and electricity cuts and other
difficulties aswell as happy, peaceful,
wonderful times.

We are very sad to leave but we are so
lucky to have been offered a granny
annexevery close by at Withyham,
where our son and daughter in law
live with their family. We hope to come
over to Markbeech often and hope you
will visit us in Withyham.Wewant to
thank everyone for their friendship and
kindness during our time here and for
the very many happy times we have

spent – many of which have been in
the village hall. Wherehas all the time
gone! Wehope all goes well with all of
you and will miss you.

Tim andMary

Farewell from Tim and Mary Boyle
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I was commissioned by Bishop
Jonathan as anAnna Chaplain in
September – only three days after he
was inaugurated as the new Bishop
of Rochester. It was great to know
that Bishop Jonathan shares the deep
commitment that his predecessor
JamesLangstaff had in valuing
ministry among older people and the
role of an Anna Chaplain is amongst
older people, their carers and those
who live with dementia. Theyoffer both
support and spiritual care to people of
strong, little or no faith, working across
all denominations.

Anna Chaplaincy is a national concept
but it is intended to be local and based
in the community. As the numbers of
Anna Chaplainsgrow (four more were
licensed alongside me - and there
are now well over 200 nationally), it is
good to think that they will become as
synonymouswith spiritual care and
support of older people asMacmillan
nurses are for cancer care.

Themeaning of the title ‘Anna’reflects
the role of the widow Anna who in the
Gospel of Luke, together with Simeon,
recognised the baby Jesus,showing
that older people havemuch to offer.
It is very fitting that the name ‘Anna’
means grace or gift and the names can
be added to the title ‘Chaplain’ to show
its place in the care for older people.

Most people are awareof the ageing
population around them,which is only
going to increase in the coming years.
So, the need for support, assistance
and care for older people (and their
carers) is going to increase also.
Support needs will range across all
the issues that ageing can bring such
asmemory loss, infirmity, loneliness
and isolation and Anna Chaplains
work collaboratively across all areas of
support, linking in to any existing local
groups or projects for mutual help
and support. Often the problem with
ageing and dementia is not somuch
that individuals forget as that they
are forgotten. Anna Chaplaincy here
in our benefice can help ensure that
that does not happen within Hever,
Four Elms or Markbeech. Please feel
free to get in touch with me for any
further information on 07766 76314or
janerosam@gmail.com.

Alternatively join us for our monthly
parish lunch, held on the second
Thursday of each month at Hever
Village Hall 12.30pm.

Jane Rosam

Anna Chaplaincy

The Lake at Hever Castle

tel:0776676314
mailto:janerosam@gmail.com
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Hever Parish Council
NewsfromHever ParishCouncil

With darker evenings and cooler weather
coming, now is a time that we start to
really notice the condition of our roads
and pathways.Whether a pothole has
appeared,a problem with drainage,
traffic signal faults, overgrown vegetation
(including hedges and grass) that are
causing obstruction to a highways sign
or to a path or roadway, or a road has
been closedwithout prior notification,
should you notice a problemwith
anything related to highways then
please report it to Kent County Council
Highways. Did you know there is a very
easyand quick way to do this? You can
either contact them via the website to
report the issue,here is the link: https:/ /
www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/
report-a-problem or via their helpline:
03000 418181.Ifyou are able to take
pictures using your phone to send in
when you log a fault that is always really
useful too.When reporting an issue you
will be given an enquiry number which
you can then useon the website to track
progress of the issue.

Autumn is a good time too to consider
pruning back hedges and any greenery
that may overhang roads and pathways
from your home.

Should you notice that a road is closed
for roadworks and a diversion route is not
signposted, or notification has not been
given of the closure, then please report
issues like this too.

Vacancy for Councillor

Are you interested in being a Parish
Councillor? Hever ParishCouncil has a
vacancy for a Co-Opted Councillor to
represent the interests of those living
or working in the Parish.An architectural/
planning or a surveying background
would be favoured,but applications
are welcomed from all. If you’d like to
know more, please contact me
via clerk@hever.org

Finally, the last Hever ParishCouncil
Meeting of the yearwill be held on
Thursday 10thNovember in Markbeech
Village Hall with Planning at 7.00pm
and the full council meeting at 7.30pm.
Everyone is welcome to attend.

Mrs RachaelTurner
Clerk and RFO

077849 12645clerk@hever.org

Local sheep spotted

tel:03000418181
mailto:clerk@hever.org
tel:07784912645
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to add your company email the Editors.
Just £25 per annum

Accommodation
Edenbridge Manor Care Home, residential, dementia and respite care 01732 492282
Building&DesignServices
Albourne roofing slating, tiling, flat roofing, repairs 01732 700 353
Causeway Joinery bespoke joinery for the public and trade 01342 850170
Clare Elizabeth painting and decorating 0777 5328781
GMoss joiner & builder 07778 440 644
Jem Pickard painting and decorating 07850 371558 or 01732 863062
M &MWalker painting & decorating, plumbing, heating 07774 218 684
Richard A Maslen Fine furniture and bespoke joinery 07930 341 415
W Smithers & Sons listed building, conversions, extensions, 01342 850 559
Catering
Gorard Dean Catering - all events undertaken call Melanie Dean 07710 005 635
Cleaning
Housecleans cleaning, ironing 01959 532 223
Rockport Cleaning dry carpet & upholstery cleaners 01732 387 046
CommercialProperty
Hever Business Centre Office Suites - Karrison Property 01959 563800
Doggroomingandwalking
Wash n blow, dogs to go – dog grooming - Chris: 01892 740170/07736 484184
Education
Markbeech Nursery for children 2-5 years 01342 850403
Chiddingstone Nursery
School for children 2-5 years 01892 871315
Equestrian
Four Elms Farm Livery 07771 634995
Fitness
Hever Castle Golf Club golf course 01732 701017
Chiddingstones’ Tennis Club 0776 964 2590
Falconhurst Cricket Club cricket and training sessions 07771 892762
Pilates by Lorna at Four Elms and Ide Hill village halls 07747 628993
Smart Nutrition and Fitness personal training for midlife women
and beyond 0771 8588847
FuneralServices
Alex Jones funeral directors & monumental masons 01732 860047
GarageServices
Stuart Rieman luxury passenger car servicing & repairs 01883 715 037

businessdirectory

tel:01732492282
tel:01732700353
tel:01342850170
tel:07775328781
tel:07778440644
tel:07850371558
tel:01732863062
tel:07774218684
tel:07930341415
tel:01342850559
tel:07710005635
tel:01959532223
tel:01732387046
tel:01959563800
tel:01892740170
tel:07736484184
tel:01342850403
tel:01892871315
tel:07771634995
tel:01732701017
tel:07769642590
tel:07771892762
tel:07747628993
tel:07718588847
tel:01732860047
tel:01883715037
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Gardening andlandscaping
APF Trees, tree surgery and garden maintenance 07786 884924
Hever Landscapes for all your garden projects 01892 740133
French’s Fencing gates, automation, fencing

supply & fitting 0779 5551436
R. Bennett hedges, fencing, grass cutting 01732 862971
Thompson Tree Care Ltd, tree surgery, tree felling, hedge cutting 07747345815
Health
Emma Roper
Chartered physiotherapist home physio visit, pilates classes 07771 925346
Paul Marro Cognitive Hypnotherapy

www.htherapy.co.uk 01732 808211
Step by Step foot health practice 07786 038149
Homeservices
Andy Sayers electrical services

maintenance and repairs 07836 256146
Daren Wood Chimney sweep, pots and cowls fitted 01959 564263
Pegrum fuels, boilers, plumbing,

solar panels, water/oil tanks 01732 463256
Sure Kill pest control services 01732 863206
IT
My IT Wizard Ltd Computer problem solving 07779 285839
MR Computing computer repairs in your home, no call out charge 01732 590077
LocalProduce
Allman Butchers meat & groceries 01732 863214 or 700288
Falconhurst Farm Shop and deli 01342 850172
Travel, Taxis andbikehire
Country Hire and Go, electric bike hire and local taxi service 07723054863
Relyon Cars local taxi company 01732 863 800
Venue Hire andWeddings
Falconhurst Weddings 01342 850526
Markbeech Village Hall 01342 850328

tel:07786884924
tel:01892740133
tel:07795551436
tel:01732862971
tel:07747345815
tel:07771925346
tel:01732808211
https://www.htherapy.co.uk
tel:07786038149
tel:07836256146
tel:01959564263
tel:01732463256
tel:01732863206
tel:07779285839
tel:01732590077
tel:01732863214
tel:01732700288
tel:01342850172
tel:07723054863
tel:01732863800
tel:01342850526
tel:01342850328
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Our weekly Zoom Bible study
continues on Mondays and
Zoom Evening prayer on
Thursdays both at 6.00pm
and our in person Bible
study on Monday evenings at
8pm. If you are interested in
joining please contact Simon
or see our website
or Facebook page.

Pleasecontact any of us if
you would like prayer or to
talk to someoneduring this
time or any other help.
Rector
Revd.Simon Braid
07802 809849 and
simonbraid@icloud.com
Wardens
Hever
Mandy Yarnold
01342850028

Four Elms
Christina Hodson
01732700247
Richard Bennett
01732862971
Markbeech
Nicki Talbot
01342850526
Marielou Linklater
01342850579
Administrator
Ana Roxburgh
beneficeemail@gmail.com

November is the season of Remembrance.
In addition, we are experimenting with the
timing of our Family Service at Four Elms on
6th November. Also Advent starts on 27th
November when we haveour Christingle

service. Pleasecontinue to watch out for any
late changeswith details of services below
and alsoat https://threespires.wordpress.
com/2021/06/08/our-next-service/

Church in November

Date & time Servicedetails Readings/ theme Sunday
6th November
9am

Family service at St.Paul’s
Four Elms

Remembering 3rd before
Advent

6th November
10am

Holy Communion St.Paul’s
Four Elmswith baptism

Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17;Luke
20:27-38

3rd before
Advent

6th November
6pm

Evensong at Peter’s Hever 1Kings 3:1-15;Romans 8:31-39 3rd before
Advent

11thNovember
12midday

Act of Remembranceat Holy
Trinity Markbeech

Matthew 5:43-48 Remembrance
Day

13thNovember
10am

Remembrance& Holy
Communion at St.Peter’s
Hever

Isaiah 57:15-19;
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13;Matthew
5:43-48

Remembrance
Sunday

13thNovember
10.45am

Service of Remembrance at
St.Paul’s Four Elms

Matthew 5:43-48 Remembrance
Sunday

13thNovember
3pm

Forest Church at St.Peter’s
Hever

Remembering theme with
bulb planting for 900 years
anniversary

Remembrance
Sunday

20th November
10am

Eucharist Holy Trinity
Markbeech with baptism

Jeremiah 29:10-14;Psalm 46;
Colossians 1:11-20;Luke 23:33-43

Christ the King

27th November
8.00am

Said communion St.Paul’s
Four Elms

Romans 13:8-14;Matthew 21:1-13 Advent Sunday

27th November
10.00am

Advent Family service at Holy
Trinity Markbeech

Christingle Advent Sunday

https://threespires.wordpress.com/2021/06/08/our-next-service/
https://threespires.wordpress.com/2021/06/08/our-next-service/
tel:07802809849
mailto:simonbraid@icloud.com
tel:01342850028
tel:01732700247
tel:01732862971
tel:01342850526
tel:01342850579
mailto:beneficeemail@gmail.com
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November is the season of
remembering: following on from All
Souls at the end of October, we have
‘remember, remember the fifth of
November’and then Remembrance
Day.This year it’s more poignant as we
remember the passing of our Queen
and the loss of the generation old
enough to have fought in World War
II. At Forest Church on 13thNovember
we’ll be remembering when we plant
bulbs to celebrate the 900 years of
Christian worship in Hever.

Remembering is at the heart of
Christian worship in the Holy
Communion when we gather to ‘do this
in remembrance of me’ aswe re-enact
the events of the Last Supper. Loss
of memory, dementia and alzheimers
are particularly distressing both for
the sufferer and their loved ones. In
extreme cases it seems like we have
lost the person and it may evenmake
us question what it means to be human.
I am therefore very pleased that Jane
Rosamhas been licensed by the Bishop
as anAnna Chaplain to work in our
parishes alongside older people and
especially those suffering the affects of
ageing. Anna appears briefly in Luke’s
gospel asa prophet and older woman,
who worshipped and prayed giving
thanks for the presentation of the child
Jesusin the temple.

Anna appears alongside Simeon,whose
song, known as the ‘Nunc dimittis,’ is
repeated by us each week at Evening

Prayer.As people get older today, many
havebucket lists of what they want to
achieve before they die, as if they risk
arriving at the end of their lives having
not quite got their money’sworth!
Simeonhad a bucket list too but with
only one thing on it: to see the Messiah.
Hence the song, which declares: ‘For
my eyes have seenyour salvation’

There’sa danger we might arrive at the
end of our lives having enjoyed some
great holidays but never having looked
at the big questions of life and of who
Jesusis. One of the thieves on the cross
says to Jesus: ‘remembermewhen you
come into your kingdom’ (Luke 23:42).

I’m alwaysstruck by military graves
where the fallen are not known but have
the inscription: ‘A soldier known unto
God.’Psalm 139,which was read at the
Queen’s funeral, speaks of God knowing
us evenbetter than we know ourselves:
Youknow when I sit and when I rise; you
perceive my thoughts from afar. You
discern mygoing out and my lying
down;...youare familiar with all my ways.
Maybe this might help us come to
terms with those who we seem to lose
to dementia; those of us whom Jesus
will welcome with the words: Todayyou
will be with me in paradise.

God bless you all

Simon

our rector’s thoughts
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Wedding
8 October Markbeech
Hannah Cockram& Dom Browne

Baptism
25 September Markbeech
Felix Calvocoressi

newsfrom the pews

Funerals
15August Hever
Chris Prior-Willeard, age 66

29 September Four Elms
Jennifer Marjorie Braiden, age 83

From the register

News from Hever Pews

The totals are in and I am delighted to
tell you that the cyclists who took part
in the Ride and Stride raised £ 550.00
and St Peter’s will receive £275.00
of this. Thank you to everyone who
supported them with their generous
sponsorship.
On November 10th the annual Hever
Christmas Fair will take place at Hever
Castle. The funds raised are split
between the St Peter’schurch and
Hever CEP school.
Weare looking forward to welcoming
the Songs of Praisefilm crew in late
November. The current format of the
show features pre-recorded songs from
their archives and 3 or 4 stories on
local communities. Theywill be filming
some church activities and some of the
historical artefacts at the Castle. We
would like to be looking our very best at
St Peter’s so if you can spend an hour
or 2 on Saturday 27th November
from 10.30amto help dust and hoover I
would be very grateful of your help.
This yearwe are planning to have a
carol supper after the 9 lessons and
carols on Friday 16thDecember at the
Hever village hall. Therewill be a hot

main course followed by home-made
mince pies and fruit. Wewill be looking
for volunteers to make the mince pies.
Thenext Parish lunch will be held on
Thursday 10thNovember starting at
12.30.We normally have between 18
and 24 people and serve soup, fruit and
a delicious home-made cake.Everyone
in the Parish is very welcome but it
would be helpful for catering, if you can,
to let us know that you are coming or
haveany special dietary requirements.

Mandy Yarnold
Churchwarden

News from Four Elms pews

HadWilliamMorris happened to have
visited St Paul’schurch on Harvest
Sunday,a hundred years after his Arts
and Crafts movement, (of which St Paul’s
is a great example) I hope he would have
been satisfied to seehow the church
was lovingly decorated with autumnal
flowers and foliage from local gardens.
Hops, grapes, dahlias and leaves along
with apples and a sheavesof barley
adorned the church. Added to this were
the boxesof gifts from the congregation.
During harvest week the Four Elms
primary school filled our church for
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newsfrom the pews

their lovely harvest festival. What a
joy to hear them singing. Well done to
everyone involved in the service. The
very many harvest gift boxes from the
Primary School and the congregation
have been taken to the Edenbridge Food
Bank and somegifts will be distributed
in the village.
Theannual Harvest supper in the village
hall was a full house again and a very
merry time. So good to seesomany
people from the village. And thank you
to everyone for your help on the night.
The raffle raised £200 for the Bishops
Poverty& Hope charity.
From 6th November, in an effort to
pleaseall the people all the time, the
Rector has planned to have family
friendly services at 9am, here in St Paul’s,
before our Holy Communion service at
10am,on the first Sunday of the month.
Refreshmentswill be availableat both
services. This is a new venture and I
hope youwill support us.
Therewill be a short service of
Remembrance on Sunday 13th
November at 10.45am.A two minute
silence will be observed at 11amand a
poppy wreath will be laid at the foot of
theWar memorial. We remember all
whose livesare lost in conflict.

Christina Hodson
Churchwarden

News from Mark Beech pews

I am writing this in the midst of political
chaos. I hope by the time you read this
things will be calmer and we will be
able to feel that our government once
more has our interests at heart, at
least to some extent.

Despite external forces life in Markbeech
has been following its annual pattern
and we have just celebrated Harvest
with a lovely service in church and
with a very successfulHarvest Supper.
I think harvest was the first festival my
late husband,Andro and I celebrated
in Markbeech, over 30 years ago, and
apart from the first year of the pandemic
there’s been a Harvest Supper every
year since. People have come and gone,
and we have lost several dear familiar
faces in they last few years,but the tide
of village life still rolls on.Newcomers
to Markbeech seem to be very busy
working and looking after their children,
but we hope that theywill find time to
join in with the events and keepon the
traditions that have made this such a
friendly place to live.
Our next big village event is the
MarkbeechWinter Fair on November
26th at the Barn at Falconhurst. Our first
fair in this new format was last year on
one of the coldest,windiest and wettest
days of the year.Despite the weather it
was a hugely enjoyable event and this
year we have an evenbigger and better
fair planned - and the weather simply
can’t be as bad.Make sure to save the
date and come to buy lots of Christmas
gifts, cards and edible goodies. Children
are extremelywelcome with special
activities for them including facepainting
and treasure jars.
Thechurch is extra busy in the run up to
Christmaswith the choir practising hard
- as ever do consult the ThreeSpires
website for updates and lastminute info
on events and church services.

Marielou Linklater
Churchwarden
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After one of the hottest & driest Summers
on record we have had some welcome
rain the that has really pepped up
gardens, the countryside & our nursery
stocks.We really need a lot more rain this
Winter to top up reservoirs& groundwater.

Global warming is very real and as
growers and gardeners,we can all do
our bit to help the environment.We
have invested heavily in a bark topping
machine. This gives our plants an inch
thick mulch to decreaseevaporation and
conserve water.

Our switch to peat-free compost last
year was a major decision for us. The
water holding capacity of many peat-
free products is appalling! Most peat-
free compost is compiled of Coir fibre
(Coconut husk) which has no water
holding properties – it’s like planting
into horse-hair! We are using a brilliant
compost that is made up of bark fibre,
a by-product of the forestry industry.
Nurseries who use coir-based compost
have to water 3-4 times a day, whereaswe
only water once when needed! As from
2024peat will be banned from garden
centres – we strongly recommend you
buy products that contain bark fibre to
protect the resource that’s called water!

November is a greatmonth for planting,
especially larger items like shrubs,
hedging & trees. Theground is still warm
and there is moisture in the soil. Plants
will focus their energy into root production
during the Winter months, leading to
bigger, better plants in the Spring. There
can be somegreat bargains to be had,
especiallywith rootball and bare root
plants. Theyare field grown in huge

numbers to keep scalesof economy down
– trees especially you can source a decent
specimen at a fraction of the cost of a
potted tree.

Autumn is my favourite seasonin the
calendar, especially for Autumn colour.
Here are some top tips for November
planting!

Euonymus alatus or alatus Compactus
– amazing scarlet and crimson Autumn
colour.
Liquidamber ‘Worplesdon’ – (Sweet
Gum) – smaller cultivar with great Autumn
colour.
Amsonia Blue Ice – herbaceous perennial
with fab golden foliage in Autumn.
Callicarpa ‘Profusion’– Shrub with the
most amazing purple berries, almost
metallic in appearance!
Amelanchier lamarckii – lovely small tree,
especially as a multistem. Great Autumn
colour and Spring blossom.
Cotinus ‘Dusky Maiden’ – The Smoke
Bush hasall year round interest, especially
Autumn colour.
Nandina ‘Obsessed’ – Evergreenshrub
with increasing foliage colour with
decreasing temperatures.

We are looking to have our annual
Christmas ‘Pop-up’ shop in December
– lots of Christmassy goodies for those
green-fingered friends/family! Check our
website for details soon.

Happy Gardening!

Simon Sutcliffe
How GreenNursery
01732700382
www.howgreennursery.co.uk

gardening

tel:01732700382
https://www.howgreennursery.co.uk


The LinkTeam

Bridget Harris, Joanna Wade, Paul Houlton
email: thelink@hever.org

Telephone 01732 700986 (Bridget) Mobile 07958 919 631 (Joanna)
Address 1 Triangle Cottage, Hever Road, Hever TN8 7NL

Benefice website threespires.wordpress.com Community website www.hever.org

The views expressed in the articles in this magazine are those of the authors and do not necessarily
represent those of the editorial team. There is no implied approval or recommendation for any service

or event advertised in the magazine.

Copy for theDecember edition should reach us no later than 15th December
Subscriptions cost £5 pa if delivered by a volunteer. For payment there are two options:

a) Send a cheque payable to ‘The Link’ with your address to
1 Triangle Cottage, Hever Road, Hever TN8 7NL or

b) Make a bank transfer or set up a standing order payment to ‘The Link’ at Lloyds a/c 01057697
sort 30-92-92 with postcode and surname as reference.

A copy of The Link can be viewed in The Link section of the community website www.hever.org
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Hall Bookings
Four Elms:
Village Hall
− Kevin Haydon 07787 394 806
Parish Rooms
– John Southworth 01732 700670
Hever
−Mrs Ryan 01732 864168
Markbeech
−Mrs Paige 01342 850328

Councils
Kent County Councillor
Margot McArthur 03000 414817
Margot.McArthur@kent.gov.uk
Sevenoaks District:
MatthewDickins 07910 328110
Hever Parish:
Rachael Turner
07784 912645
clerk@hever.org

tel:07787394806
tel:01732700670
tel:01732864168
tel:01342850328
tel:03000414817
mailto:Margot.McArthur@kent.gov.uk
tel:07910328110
tel:07784912645
mailto:clerk@hever.org
mailto:thelink@hever.org
tel:01732700986
tel:07958919631
https://threespires.wordpress.com
https://www.hever.org
https://www.hever.org


29Oct Edenbridge Music & Arts Trust Concert, Holy TrinityChurch,CrockhamHill 3pm

10Nov Hever Christmas Fair, Guthrie Pavilion,Hever Castle

10Nov Hever Parish lunch, Hever VillageHall 12.30pm

10Nov Hever Parish Council meeting, MarkbeechVillageHall 7.30pm

13Nov Remembrance service in Cowden and other venues from 10.45

then RBL lunch at CowdenVillageHall 1pm

18Nov Hever Film Club ‘King Richard’, HeverGolf Club supper 6.30pmfilm 7.30pm

19Nov WI Christmas Fayre, CausewayHall Chiddingstone 12-3pm

20 Nov Cowden Hall Xmas Fair (call Sue07929337556for info) 12-3pm

26 Nov Markbeech Winter Fair, TheBarn,Falconhurst

3 Dec Concert of words and music “Out of the Darkness”,St Peter’sHever

10Dec Carols in Hever, 4.30at the Henry, 5.30 in the church

11Dec Carols at the Kentish Horse, Markbeech 5.30pm

16Dec Carol Supper (after carol service at St Peter’s)Hever Village Hall

18Dec Christmas Carols at St Paul’sFour Elms 3pm

13Jan Hever Film Club – 12Angry Men, Hever Golf Club 7.30pm

10Feb Hever Film Club – Foul Play, Hever Golf Club 7.30pm

10Mar Hever Film Club – The Duke, HeverGolf Club 7.30pm

November Diary

tel:07929337556

